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What is Time-Varying Pricing? 

Time-Varying Pricing is part of a statewide plan to 
conserve electricity during times of high demand. 
 
Under Time-Varying Pricing, rates increase on weekday 
afternoons when demand is highest. At other times, 
rates are lower than the current rates. 
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Time-Varying Pricing and the CPUC 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) regulates 
investor-owned electric and gas utilities in California. 

• CPUC oversees development of new rates and 
programs like Time-Varying Pricing to:  

• Achieve clean, efficient energy goals and 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Respond to consumption and production 
problems like grid reliability and peak energy 
demand. 
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Conserving Energy 

 

 

All investor-owned electric utilities in California are 

implementing Time-Varying Pricing programs to aid in the 

conservation of electricity.   

 

Benefits of conserving electricity… 

 

For customers….minimizing power outages and  providing 

an opportunity to lower monthly bills. 

 

For communities…preserving grid reliability by  lowering 

demand during peak energy periods. 

 

For the environment…delivering a higher percentage  of 

energy via renewable sources and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Time-of-Use 

Current Flat Rate 
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Peak Day Pricing 

Credits 
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Key Dates 

Eligible California business customers will transition to a 
Time-Varying Pricing plan as part of this statewide energy 
conservation plan. 
 
PG&E’s Time Varying Pricing plans include Time-of-Use 
and Peak Day Pricing. 

Customer Group Plan Transition Date 

Large Commercial & Industrial (> 200 kW) Peak Day Pricing May 1, 2010 

Large Agricultural (> 200 kW) Peak Day Pricing February 1, 2011 

Small & Medium Business (< 200 kW) 
Time-of-Use 
Peak Day Pricing* 

November 1, 2012 

Small Agricultural (< 200 kW) Time-of-Use March 1, 2013 

* On 1/14/2011, PG&E filed a Petition to Modify the CPUC’s Peak Day Pricing Decision – Dates subject to change. 
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Customer Assistance and Resources 

PG&E is here to assist you with your electric rate options 
to help reduce your bills. During the transition process, 
you can expect: 
 

• Transition Notices 
 
• Custom Rate Comparison 
 
• Online Resources 
 
• Workshops & Community Presence 
 
• Customer Support 
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Tools 

When you are eligible to transition, you will receive a 
custom rate comparison 

 
 

Online resources such as “My Account”, 
www.pge.com/TVP and www.pge.com/PDP are 
available to provide even more information. 
 

http://www.pge.com/TVP
http://www.pge.com/PDP


11 

Tips for Conserving Electricity During Peak Hours 

Small changes make a difference.  Taking simple, free 
actions could help to lower electric bills.  
 

• Reduce lighting and turn air conditioning down or off 
in unoccupied spaces. 

 
• Turn off non-essential indoor and outdoor office 

equipment, lighting and decorative features. 
 
• Adjust schedules so increased production or energy 

use occur before or after periods of high demand. 
 
• Shut doors, windows and pre-cool spaces prior to 

high demand timeframes.  
 



12 

If eligible, you may choose to participate in time-of-use 
and/or Peak Day Pricing immediately.  
 
Learn how you can save money on time-of-use or 
Peak Day Pricing:  

• Analyze day-to-day and seasonal energy usage. 
• Call your Account Manager or Customer Service.  

 
Decide if Peak Day Pricing is right for your business: 

• Reduced energy use during  Peak Day Pricing 
Event hours. 

• Tolerance for month-to-month bill variances. 

Bill Protection allows Peak Day Pricing customers to  

participate risk-free for the first year. 

Taking Action: Evaluating Your Options 
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Contacts – PG&E 

PG&E is here to help you with energy education, choices 
and solutions. 
 
 
Time-Varying Pricing 
 
• Visit: www.pge.com/TVP and www.pge.com/PDP 
 
• Call: 1-800-987-4923 
 
• Email: PeakDayPricing@pge.com  

http://www.pge.com/TVP
http://www.pge.com/PDP

